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cast polymer, iron, acrylic and oil, sand, paper, and cloth
Photograph: Boaz Aharonovitch | y*21117x TV11:017'¥
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ELLA SPECTOR

Born in 1979 in Afula, lives and works in Tel Aviv
M.F.A. from the Bezalel Academy of Art and Design,
Jerusalem, 2015. B.F.A. from the Bezalel Academy
of Art and Design, Jerusalem, 2009

Ella Spector
observes reality
using cinematic
tools, fusing

a personal
viewpoint with
iconic symbols etched in the universal
consciousness. In her works, Spector
seeks to focus the viewer's gaze

on the intermediary point between
enchantment with the image and the
understanding of its illusory nature,
leading to the deciphering of reality.
The work Liberation Movement follows
the movement of hurling a stone or

a petrol bomb, beginning with the
raising of the liberty torch (inspired by
the American Statue of Liberty). The
installation consists of seven cast arms
presenting a sequence of gestures
which, combined, represent the hurling
movement - a technique that recalls
the break-down of a cinematic shot, or
stop motion animation. In the course of
the "movement,” the metal arm of the
goddess Libertas (the embodiment of
the idea of liberty in Roman mythology)
grows gradually more realistic,
seemingly transformed into flesh and
bone, until the hurl is completed. The
work expresses the tension between
defiance and acceptance, violent
protest and the exercise of freedom of
expression, submission versus liberty.

138

Liberation Movement is a site-specific
installation made following the artist's
experiences during her visits in
Jerusalem in the past year, at the height
of the "Knife Intifada.” The work reflects
the sense of daily fear and despair with
the harsh political reality in Israel. The
increase of violent protests and terrorist
acts during this period has caused some
countries to neglect or restrict civil
liberties. The choice of such a familiar
American icon and its installment in
conflict-ridden Jerusalem brings these
issues to the fore, underscoring the
influence of international political
relations on the citizen and his or her
daily fight for freedom.

p. 41
NIRIT TAKELE\

Born in 1985 in Gojjam, Ethiopia, lives and works
in Tel Aviv. Graduated from the Shenkar College of
Engineering and Design, Art Department, 2015

Nirit Takele, who
arrived in Israel
in 1991 at the age
of 6, explores
P botf? ancier_1t _
Jewish-Ethiopian
myths and current events which relate
to the Ethiopian immigrant community
in Israel. For Ethiopian Jews, the
stork was a symbol of the connection
between their community in Ethiopia
and Jerusalem. Upon observing the
annual migration of storks, Jews in
Ethiopia would traditionally ask: “Stork,
Stork, how is our beloved Jerusalem?”
In one of her paintings, Takele depicts







ZOOM 2016

Young Israeli Artists

The exhibition Zoom 2076 - Young Israeli Artists presents twenty-three
artists who have completed their art studies in the past two years. For most,
this is their first exhibition in a museum space. The artists were carefully
selected from among a wide range of art schools throughout the country -
from Sapir College in the south to Oranim College in the north. In the course
of a process spanning some two years, we visited the schools’ graduate
exhibitions, met professors who assisted us in evaluating the young artists'
achievements during their studies, and put together an extended list of
outstanding artists. The latter prepared themselves, with our help, for a
professional encounter with the senior curators of the Israel Museum. In a
collaborative curatorial process joined by Timna Seligman, Curator of Ticho
House, we chose from among them the group of artists included in this
exhibition. Some are presenting their final project; others chose to create
new works especially for the show. The exhibition fills all of Ticho House and
spreads out into the garden and a neighboring building as well.

The artists participating in the show represent a wide spectrum of voices in
Israeli society. Together, they provide a fascinating glimpse of the spheres
of interest of the young Israeli creative generation. The displayed works
address political, social, ecological, community, and gender issues, and
some conduct a dialogue with the history and art of Ticho House and its
surroundings.

The engagement with the harsh political and security reality in Israel can be
seen in a number of works in the exhibition. Firas A. Sirriyeh, a Palestinian
artist forced, as a child and young man, to cross the border checkpoints
through the separation barrier on a daily basis, and Hadar Saifan, who grew
up near the country's northern border and spent long days in underground
shelters, express in their work the complex experience of living near the
border. Ella Spector and Mahmood Kaiss reveal the sense of existential

fear and despair accompanying life in the shadow of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. These works, alongside Danielle Parsay's video, present the young
generation’s questions and qualms regarding their prospects and future life
in Israel.



Many of the works respond to a complex social reality of migration and
alienation, community discord, conflicted gender identities, and demanding
religious identities. Community issues are explored in the representation of
tensions between the local community and refugees and labor immigrants
in south Tel Aviv (Inbal Egoz) and in the depiction of the difficult absorption
of the Ethiopian Jewish community in Israeli society (Nirit Takele). Music

is granted a significant, fascinating role in the search of some artists for
alternative motifs in contemporary Israeli identity (Michael Liani, Carmel
Michaeli, and Dor Zlekha Levy). A number of works take as their theme

the struggle of the individual against society: the voice of the individual
attempting to conduct his private life under the demanding gaze of religious
communities (Noa Shkedi and Maayan Boni), and the influence of technology
on our behavior in contemporary society (Asaf Elkalai).

The artists Samah Shihadi, Tali Milstein, and Ester Tsalisher address the
status of women, their identity, and their place in domestic, familial, and
social frameworks. Despite their different personal backgrounds, they share
an attitude of defiance and a willingness to overcome the gap between
society's expectations and their own desires. They are also united in their
courageous self-exposure and their critique of the communities to which
they belong.

Environmental issues are raised in a number of works: ecological impact
and the relation between the organic source and the processed, sterile shelf
product (Liat Cohen); and the exploration of local agricultural reality in light
of issues such as man’'s domination of nature and the relations between
capitalism, politics, and agriculture (Sigal Cuchacovich).

A number of artists chose to engage with the Ticho family history, Anna
Ticho's art, and the history of Ticho House and its surroundings, creating
site-specific works. Dr. Ticho's eye clinic is the point of departure for Zohar
Kawaharada's work, which addresses the limitations of the physical and
political field of vision. Limitations and disability constitute a broad theme,



explored in the installation created by Limor Tamir and Yaniv Amar in the
abandoned building adjacent to Ticho House. The building was for many
years the home of Yad Sarah, a volunteer organization assisting the infirm.
The childlessness of the Tichos inspired an engagement with man’s survival,
purpose, and ability to cope with emotional and social deprivation (Nimrod
Seyahek, Limor Tamir and Yaniv Amar). Artist Halil Balabin conducts a
dialogue with Anna Ticho's drawings, with reference to Jerusalem'’s highly
charged religious and political aspects.

In their first steps in the world of contemporary art, where "everything has
already been said,” these young artists succeed in tracing their unique path
and making their voices heard. Among the multiplicity of media and ideas
presented in Zoom 2016 - Young Israeli Artists we may perhaps identify

a common thread: all the participating artists seem to feel involved in their
surrounding society, and are motivated by an intense desire to express a
personal, sometimes critical stance, seeking to make an impact. Whereas in
recent years the younger generation has been accused of escapism and

a tendency to flee from the complexity of Israeli society, this group of artists
may be a sign of a new trend - one that indicates involvement and a desire
for change.

Ghila Limon, founding director and curator of Zoom project
Tal Bechler, curator, Zoom project



Director’'s Foreword

This past year’s transformative opening of the renewed Ticho House offers
an exciting new exhibition platform for strengthening Ticho House’s long-
standing commitment to emerging contemporary Israeli art. And this mission
could not be better expressed than in the exhibition Zoom 2076 - Young
Israeli Artists. This collaborative initiative came to fruition thanks to the
vision of Ghila Limon, Founding Director of Zoom, and Tal Bechler, Zoom
curator, who, together with the Israel Museum’s Mira Lapidot, Chief Curator
of Fine Arts, and Timna Seligman, curator of Ticho House, created a unique
project that showcases the vitality of Israel’s community of young creative
practitioners. After mapping Israel’s art schools and graduate exhibitions
over the past two years, twenty-three talented innovators were selected to
exhibit at Ticho House. Zoom 2076’s display extends from gallery spaces
inside the house into the outdoor setting of its surrounding gardens and

also embraces a third location at 45 Haneviim Street, the former Yad Sarah
Building - a historical icon awaiting its own future redevelopment. The works
on display offer a prismatic reflection of new creativity in Israel, representing
the diversity of backgrounds, ethnicities, ideologies, and personalities that
characterizes Israeli culture and society today.

We are profoundly grateful to the exhibition donors and to the participating
organizations Zoom 2016, The America Israel Cultural Foundation, and
Artis - an Israeli nonprofit dedicated to the visual arts. Projects of this scale
would be impossible without the dedicated enthusiasm of many committed
professionals from within the Museum and outside - too numerous to list
individually - each of whom contributed immeasurably to this exhibition’s
success. We nonetheless direct special recognition to the Zoom team, Ghila
Limon and Tal Bechler, who co-curated the exhibition together with Ticho
House curator, Timna Seligman. The design of the exhibition was expertly
realized by Rona Chernica Zianga and Ariel Armoni, while Yoav Perry
created the accompanying catalogue and exhibition graphics.

We are immensely gratified to see our renewed Ticho House invigorated by
the creative energy of so many young artists who mirror the potential for
Israel’s creative future, and we are honored both to witness and to foster the
flourishing of this present and future Israeli art scene.

James S. Snyder
Anne and Jerome Fisher Director
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